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Aloha Members and Friends,

I am humbled and proud to serve as your President for the 2026–2027 year. I appreciate your faith and
confidence in me and will strive to the utmost to fulfill my mission as President. From my few short years
with the Club, I know that we have a great group of members. I sincerely appreciate all of your support
and assistance.

As this is our first Bulletin of the year, let me reflect a little on the recent events that closed out last year.
We had a wonderful 53rd Charter Banquet on June 13, 2026, at 3660 on the Rise. Many District leaders,
as well as members of other clubs, were in attendance to show their support and recognition of the
Hawaii Kai Lions.

We also bid a fond farewell to President Kendrick Chang. Kendrick stepped up when we really needed
him following the unfortunate passing of Diane Taira. We owe him a huge debt of gratitude. Fortunately,
he will continue to play a vital role in assisting the Club, as the Immediate Past President serves on the
Board for the 2026–2027 year. I am personally very grateful for his continued advice and support.
We also had a hugely successful Fathers’ Day Breakfast event on June 21, 2026. The word “awesome”
has been rightly used to describe the incredible hard work of our Club members, their family members,
and friends of the Club who put in so much time and effort. I would like to add the word “epic” to the
description of the Breakfast.

The success of the Breakfast is also a testament to the community’s recognition of our many good works
over the years and their appreciation for what we do. You can read more details about these events later
in this Bulletin.

President’s Message:

Click for Website
Click for Instagram
Click for Facebook
Click for Smugmug

https://hawaiikailions.club/
https://www.instagram.com/hawaiikailions/
https://www.facebook.com/HawaiiKaiLionsClub
https://hawaiikailions.smugmug.com/


As you know, we will have our next regular meeting on Thursday, July 16, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at the
Lunalilo Home clubhouse. We are starting the new year off right with the induction of two new members.
We will also have a brief special guest appearance by Project Grad to say “thank you” to the Club.

In addition, we will spend some time discussing our members’ thoughts about the Club and its activities.
We try to do this once every two years so that everyone feels positive about the Club, its activities, and
its direction. This is vital to keeping our Club fresh, relevant, and enjoyable. Everyone’s voice is
welcome, so please make sure to take part in this process.

Following that meeting, your Board will hold a special meeting on Saturday, July 18. We will be
discussing the survey results from July 16, as well as setting up a process to continue reviewing
feedback that comes in afterward. We will also be firming up our all-important committee structure and
finalizing as much as possible of the Club’s budget for the coming year.

As a member, your input is always welcomed and encouraged on all of these topics. Your participation
in projects, committees, and Club leadership is vital. You can always contact me at
dhkarlen@gmail.com, and I will gladly pass along your thoughts and concerns to the Board.

Mahalo to all of our Members.

David Karlen
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Serving a
World in Need

mailto:dhkarlen@gmail.com


Happy 250th Independence Day! As our nation marks this historic Semiquincentennial
milestone, we reflect on the powerful intersection of liberty and community service. For over
a century, Lions have answered the call to strengthen our communities, embodying the very
spirit of unity and progress that has defined America for 250 years.

This 4th of July, let us celebrate the freedoms we cherish and recommit ourselves to our
enduring motto: "We Serve." Thank you for your continued dedication to making our
community a better place for all. Have a safe and happy holiday!
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http://google.com/maps/place/Hammond's+Gourmet+Ice+Cream/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x68f6d56c4806ffc4?sa=X&ved=1t:2428&ictx=111
https://www.hammondsgourmet.com/
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